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stories and apparitions, opposes them by a very
singular argument. It is to this effect* We
cannot have sufficient cause to believe in the
truth of an apparition, if the man who asserts
that he has seen it is himself not certain about
it. Now that his belief is a matter of imagi-
native persuasion, not of intellectual or practical
certainty, may be inferred from the fact that,
while many persons have lost their senses from
terror, when a ghost trick has been played off
at their expense, no one has ever gone mad from
the sight of an apparition not thus presented to
him. What the imagination conjures up, the
imagination can deal with, half-believing it, and?
at the same time, not thoroughly convinced of
its reality, though, perhaps, not conscious of a
doubt. If, on the other hand, it is not the
imagination of the beholder, but the intervention
of another person, which has raised tip the sup-
posed apparition, the belief with which it is
beheld, though ill-founded, is yet a bom fide
belief* and, such being the case, a visitation from
the world of spirits is something too dreadful